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V. J Jhort Account of the Anomalous Epide- 
mic SmalLPox, beginning at Plymouth in 
Auguft V724, and co?itinuing to the Month of 
June 1725. (By the Learned and Ingenious 
7>r. Huxham, <Phyfician at Plymouth 



TH E Small-Pox were preceded by the ufual 
Symptoms of that Diftemper; but the Pains of 
the Limbs, and Back, were generally more fevere 
than common, as were likewife the Nattfea and Vo- 
miting. Abundance were feized with violent Colick 
Pains, which would leave them upon the Eruption, 
or after a Clyfter or two, with a gentle Anodyne : 
The Stools were commonly bilious. 

It fometimes happen'd, chat the Symptoms wou ? d 
not feem very fevere before, and at the Eruption , and 
yet the Pox would prove very confluent and fatal at 
the State. 

The Puftules were very fmall, and did not regular- 
ly fill jbut, in a Day or two after the Eruption, would 
flat and be deprefs'd in the Middle. I obferv'd this 
even in the diftind Kind. In fome Perfons they 
appeared in lefs than 24 Hours from the Seizure : 
When they broke out fo very foon, they were al- 
ways of the Flux Kind, as is commonly obferved. The 
Eruption was attended with prodigious Sneezing, 
efpecially in Children. I faw one * Child about 
five Years old, that fneezed inceflantly for more than 
go Hours,' nor could it be allay'd, but by Anodynes. 
This Child had the Confluent fox, and dy'd the 13th 
Day. In fome, at, and after the Appearance of the 

* Mr. -Cttktfs Child, 
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Puftules, they would itch raoft intolerably : This 
happen'd alfo to the Child now mentioned, and was 
generally a bad Symptom ^ as it was an Argument of 
the great Acrimony of the morbific Matter. 

In fome few, a Day or two after the Eruption 
feem'd to be compleated there would appear in the 
Interfaces of the Pox feverai miliary Puftules, fome 
of a dark Red, others filled with a limpid Serum : 
Thefe never came to Suppuration, as the fecondary 
Crop of Small-Tox, which I have now and then ob- 
ferv'd, fometimes doj nor were they as large. Tho' 
this is an ill Symptom in general, yet, in a * Girl of 
feven Years old, I perceiv'd her Fever and Delirium 
go totally off. upon this Eruption, and the Urine im- 
mediately fettled. 

Some had abundance of Purple Petechial appear 
among the Pox at the Eruption, and the Puftules 
would look Of a lurid Hue : Jn others, the Purples 
would not difcover themfelves, till the Maturation. 
1 knew but f one Perfon that had thefe Spots, during 
this Conftitution, that furviv'd the Diftemper ; but 
fome dy'd the 5th or 6th Day, fome dwindled on till 
the 10th or nth. 

During the Suppuration, the Pox would become 
very feflile, and the coherent Kind would enlarge 
their Bafes exceedingly r fo that, though they feem'd 
for fome Time after the Eruption to be very diftindt, 
they would now fiux together. A Purple Speck would 
often appear in the Center of the Puftules, which 
would fpread and grow blacker and blacker by de- 
grees. The Interfaces would alfo fometimes turn 
pale, fometimes livid. Symptoms of very ill Omen ! 
The Puftules, that had not the Purple Speck, did not 
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incruft yellow, but appear'd of a dead, afli Colour, 
and by degrees grew into a dark black Cruft. 

1 he Salivation, which conftantly ought to accom- 
pany the Maturation in the Confluent Small-Pox, 
was in feveral very inconfiderable, in fome none at all, 
faving a very fmall Quantity {of extremely vifcid 
Matter, which was got off by fyringing- I had two 
adult Perfons, and fome Children, labouring under the 
confluent Sort, who neither falivated, nor purged, ex- 
cept when fome lenient Catharticks were given them ^ 
and yet they got over the Diftemper. Indeed, it was 
very rare, that we mould find Children have that 
gentle Diarrhoea which Sydenham, and others juftly 
reckon, fupplies the Salivation in Perfons of more ad- 
vanced Age. Some very young Children, on the 
contrary, drivelPd exceedingly through the Courfe of 
the Diftemper. In * two Children, one of five, the 
other of feven Years old, no Salivation came on till 
after the 13th Day, and then it was fo profufe, and 
continued fo long, that it was with Difficulty I put a 
Stop to it by Purges hrft, and then by the Bark, 
Aftringents, &c. To the younger of thefe, indeed, I 
had given Calomel, Gr. iv, but it was foon purged off. 

YVhere the Swelling of the Face and Throat was 
very hard, painful, and tenfe, with a ftrong Vibra- 
tion of the carotid Arteries, and little or no Saliva- 
tion, the Patient3 generally grew delirous at the 
State. Thefe Symptoms frequently prov'd fatal. The 
maxillary and parotid Glands, of thofe that recover'd, 
would remain fwoln and indurated for a considerable 
Time after the intire Defquammation of the Pox* 
(though that was very flow) nor would thefe Tu- 
mors go off, but after repeated Purging! and that 
with Calomel) &c. 

3 Thofe 

* Mr. tVallis's little Boy, Mr. Collier's Daughter. 
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Thofe Tumors were undoubtedly the Conference 
of a very vifcid Matter obitru&ing thofe Olands, 
which hardened the Swelling of the Face, hinder'd 
the Salivation, and in forne Meafure, the Circulation 
through the external Carotids ; by which Means, 
more Blood being forc'd through the Internal, an In- 
flammation of the Braki, and a Delirium might be 
partly brought on ; and this happening too, when 
the Blood was fraught wich acrimonious Matter ab- 
forb'd from the Puftules, rendered the Delirium, at 
that Stadium of the Difeafe, vaftly more to be dread- 
ed than in the Apparatus, when it happen'd almoft 
of courie. Under thefe Circumftances, Bleeding, 
emollient Qyfters, Eccoproticks, plentiful Dilution, 
were abfolutely neccflary. 

On this Occafion it may be ask'd, whether or no, 
the Salivation being very vifcid and defe&ive, the Tu- 
mor of the Face hard and tenfe, fome Mercurial 
(as a duly prepar'd Calomel) might not be given with 
Advantage, even in the State of Maturation f (I have 
frequently given Cinnabar to good Purpofe). There 
are fome Instances that would feem to juftify fuch a 
Practice ; and i know but one material Objection to 
it, and that is, that the Weight of the Mercury 
would, by x encreafing the Moment of Motion of the 
Blood, augment the Fever ^ bur furely we have given 
Calomel after the Incruftation, when the fccondary 
Fever hath fubfifted without any Manner of ill Con- 
fequence, I might fay, with great Succefs. 

Nothing fo certainly fufeth vifcous, tough Humors, 
being join'd with plentiful diluting Liquors, as this, 
and fo prepares them to be difcharg'd by proper Out- 
lets. As to Oxymel SciUit. Syringing, and the like, 
in a defective Salivation •, the former, indeed, by 
Puking, fometimes irritates the Glands of the Mem- 
3 brana 
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foro* Schneideriana to difcharge their Contents j Sy- 
ringing barely deterges the Mouths of the 'Ductus Sa- 
livares : Either have little certain Effect further; 
whereas the vifcous obftru&ing Matter is lodg'd in 
the inmoft Glands, and even in the Blood kfelf. 

This Method feems peculiarly adapted to fuch an 
Epidemic Small-Pex, as I am now describing, in 
which we had all the Indications imaginable of a ve- 
ry vffcid State of Humors. The Blood, when 
drawn, was always executively vifcous, efpecialry at 
the. State of the Difeafe : Frequently there was little 
or no Salivation j generally it wa9 extremely gluti- 
nous ^ fo that the Nurfes were many times obliged to 
pull the Matter out of the Patient's Mouth with their 
Fingers } and without drinking very plentifully, it 
would foon ceafe. A "Diarrhoea very feldom hap- 
pen'd to Children. The Blifters foon dry'd up. I 
heard of no one, during this Conftitution, that made 
bloody Urine. Where that dreadful Symptom hap- 
pens, the Crajis of the Blood feems to be diflblv'd, 
(as lyfier well obferves) •, on the contrary, the recited 
Symptoms argued a too compact and vifcous Diathefis 
of the Blood. 

This State of the Humors, during this Conftitu* 
fcion, might, in part, at leaft, depend on the extra- 
ordinary Drinefs of the Seafon, and the almoft con- 
ftant Northerly and: Eafterly Winds, which we had 
in the Months of Qftober, November, February and 
March laft. From the Middle of January to the Mid- 
dle of April, was a drier Seafon than ever was known 
in this Country, where we have certainly, in gene- 
ral, more continued Rain than in i»oft Places in Eng~ 
fond, Plymouth being infamous for wet Weather. 

Thir 
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This remarkable Change of the Temperature of 
the Air muft undoubtedly have fome confiderable 
Effect on human Bodies: A very cold Wind fufFer- 
ing only the thinner Part of the Blood to pafs of 
by Perfpiration : Nor, in fuch Seafbns,doth the Body 
imbibe fo much of a diluting Humidity from the Air 
(as Ke.il obferves). Hence the Neceflity of drinking 
plentifully of thin diluting Liquors, which, as it is 
always proper in this Diftemper, fo, when it happens 
in fuch a Se^fon, is highly neceffary. And I am 
of Opinion, Monf. Andrfs Method of bathing in 
warm Water and Milk, or warm Milk, betore the 
Eruption, may, upon many Accounts, be proper in 
fuch a Conftitution of the Air. There can be no Ob- 
jection againft it, but its not being in Fafhion. 

I took particular Notice, that while, and juft after 
the Eafterly Winds blew exceffively ftrong for feven 
or eight Days together in the Months of October and 
November, the Patients, 1 then faw in the Small-Pox, 
fcarce falivated af all. Then particularly, * an adult 
Perfon, who had the confluent Pox very feverely, did. 
not fpitthe leaft through the whole Courfe of the Di- 
feafe ; She was feized with a violent Pleurify the 18th 
Day, but was reliev'd by Bleeding. The Blood was 
the moil vifcid that ever I faw. *Tis remark'd by 
Lancift, that People expectorate very little in Difor- 
ders of the Breaft, when cold, dry, Eafterly Winds 
blow -j and 'tis what 1 have frequently obferved : And 
this may be one Reafon, why fome AJlbmaticks gene- 
rally fuffer a Paroxyfm at fuch Seafons. 

The Swelling of the Hands did not fo regularly 
fucceed xhtT)etumefcence of the Face, during this Con- 
ftitution, as I have obferv'd in other Epidemic Small? 

Pox. 
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JrW. Some had very fmall, or rather no Tumors 
at alL Twas very rare the Legs and Feet fweli'd, 
till after the Patients fat up, and then they had much 
Pain in the Parts. 

I have often refle&ed upon it, whether the Succef- 
Gon of the Tumors of the Hands, to that of the Face, 
might not partly depend on the later Inflammation and 
Suppuration of the Puftules of thofe Parts : The Pain 
and Inflammation being a Stimulus determining the Hu- 
mors to the pained Part : And 'tis particularly to be ob- 
ferv'd, that the greateft Pain of the Hands and Arms 
commonly happens at the Time, when the Salivation 
begins toceafe : So that the Tumor of the Hands may, 
in fome Meafure, prove a Succedaneum to the Spit- 
ting. It is the common Obfervation, that the Pu- 
ftules of the Arms and Hands inflame and maturate 
a Day or two later than thofe of the Face, and thofe 
of the Legs and Feet lateft, which may alfo be the 
Reafon, that the Tumor of the Legs fucceeds that of 
the Hands. I have been the rather inclin'd to this 
Opinion. } inafmoch as I have fometimes obferv'd a 
confiderable Swelling of the Hands (the Puftules be- 
ing very painful and inflam'd) and that too in the 
diftind Kind, when there hath been little or none in 
the Face. Generally the more painful a Boil is, the 
greater the Tumor around it ; and by confequence, 
the Tumor of a Part is in proportion to the Painful- 
nefs of the Boils, and their Number. 

From this, I would enforce the Ufe of Epifpaflicks 
apply'd above the Wrifts, a little before the Time we 
expect the Tumor of the Hands mould arife, (efpecial- 
Iy when Symptoms are threat'ning)as they are Jlimuli 
to be depended on, not only attenuating and deriving 
the Humors to the Parts, but alfo difcharging them, 
and fo proving a convenient Outlet to the morbifick 

H h h Ma tier, 



Matter, which before was thrown off by the (now 
partly fupprefs'd) Sakvation, 

B&fiers apply'd to the Neck frequently relieve the 
extreme Pain of the Throat, and Difficulty of Swal- 
lowing which are foinetimes exceeding troublefome to 
the Patient in the third St-adium of the Small-Pox, 
by drawing the Humors another Way. Nay, in 
forae, where Veficatories have been early apply'd, and 
contihu'dto run extreamly, there hath been lefs Swel- 
ling, and lefs Salivation, than feem'd proportionate to 
the Vehemence of the Diftemper, but without any 
Difadvantage to the Patients j the Running of the 
Blifter fupplying the Defect of the Spitting. It feems 
then but reafonable, when we expeft the *f ranftation 
of the noxious Humor to the Hands which is what 
Nature itfelf affects, to endeavour to promote its Flux 
thither, and give it Vent. 

How advantageous Difcharges of this Nature may 
be, I had Occafion fome Years fince to obferve in the 
Gafe of a Lady, for whom I was concern'd, together 
with that worthy and ingenious Phyfician Dr. Sey. 
mour of this Town •, where, through the prodigious 
Difcharge of Blifters apply'd to her Neck, Ears, and 
Arms ; as likewife a plentiful Flux of Urine, me 
neither fwell'd,nor falivated, through the whole Courfe 
of a very dangerous, confluent Small -Pox, and yet re- 
cover'd. 

Any Perfon, that hath been converfant in Pra&ice, 
cannot but have obferv'd Translations of the morbid 
Matter from one Part to another fometimes of the 
greateft Service, efpecially where it hath had a Dif- 
charge. (Indeed, all critical Evacuations are of this Na- 
ture). But I mean, how often hath a Boil, an Impofl:- 
hume, or Swelling of the Limbs, been the evident 
Means of terminating a Fever ? This I experienc'd 

particularly 
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particularly in myfelf, feveral Years fince at Paris; 
when labouring under a violent, inflammatory Fever 
with Delirium, the 9th Day towards Night, I was 
feiz'd with, exceilive Pain in my Arms and Hands, 
upon which I bath'd my Hands a long Time in warm 
Water, by Perfuafion of two worthy Gentlemen of 
the Faculty, now living, who were then my Fellow 
Students, and watched by me. In a little Time my 
Hands began to fwell, and in 4 or 5 Hours my Deli- 
rium and Fever went off intirely, tho' my Hands ir-e- 
main'd fwoln and pain'd for fome Time. 

If Nature, therefore, in fome Cafes, take fuch ex- 
traordinary Methods to free herfelf from Difeafes, 
how intent ought we to be in promoting her Opera* 
tions, in a Diftemper, where the Metajiafis of the 
morbific Matter to the Hands and Feet is generally 
regular and falutary. 'Tis, undoubtedly, upon this 
View, that Baglivi orders Sponges foak'd in a warm 
emollient Decoclion, to be apply'd to the Hands and 
Feet in the Small-Pox : And this, he faith, he hath 
done with great Succefs. I have feen no lefs from 
Blifters maturely apply'd to the Arms and Legs j but 
then I order'd the Patients to drink plentifully of a 
thin Whey, or the like, which takes off, in great Mea- 
fure, the Acrimony of the Cantharidss, 

Before I conclude this Paragraph, I cannot but ob- 
ferve, that the Delirium, attending the Eruption of the 
SmalLFox, is very much alleviated by the Application 
of emollient Cataplafms to the Feet, in Children efpe- 
cially. 'Tis, indeed, what I do commonly of courfe 
apply, when I am confulted at the Beginning of the 
Diftemper, and I think I have had Reafon to imagine, in 
many Caes, that it hath been a Means of deriving the 
variolous Matter that Way j and, by making the Erup- 

Hhh 2 tions 
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tions more copious in the lower Parts, the Face and 
Breaft have fuffer'd lefs than, 1 had Reafon to fear, 
otherwife might have happen'd. The great Tender- 
nefs of the Feet, which happens after their Applica- 
tion, is a trifling Difadvantage, in Comparifon of the 
Benefit may be receiv'd by them j and fo are thofe 
(hooting Pains, which often affect the Legs on the 
Ufe of thofe Catapiafros : Not to fay, that thefe are 
rather an Argument, of the Benefit arifing from their 
Ufe.. 

In the confluent Kind, generally a MiBurition and 
'Dyfury-czms on about the 12th, or 13th Day -and 
that when there were no Bilfters apply'd. If a large 
Quantity of turbid Urine folio w'd, it was foon fuc- 
ceeded by Urine, which depofed a very large Sedi- 
ment j but if it prov'd thin and limpid, and in fmall 
Quantity, a 'Deliriitm, Trtmor, Subfultus Tendinum, 
and other, convulfive Symptoms, foon follow'd. 

There were no Symptoms fo certainly fatal at the 
Turn of thefe Small-Pox, as a Delirium, and (what is, 
I think, of conftant ill Omen in all Kinds of eruptive 
Fevers at the State) a fyfpnce-a, or the Anhelofa Re- 
fpiratio : If we bled upon the firfl: Appearance of them, 
we frequently fav'd our Patient y the Omiffion of 
which a few Hours made the Cafe irrecoverable. 

It was very common in Perfons afflicted with thefe 
'Pox, that 8,, or 1.0 Puftules would run together, and 
form a large Vefication full of a limpid, crude Matter, 
which would continue fo feveral Days after the Incru? 
ftation. *In one that dy'd, I faw Mortifications under 
rhefe Bladders. I thought it. neceffary to let out this 
Matter with a Lancet, or Needle, as foon as poffible, 
left it mould, (as it did when left to itfelf) caufean UU 
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eeration ^ and X could not but believe it proper, inafc 
much as the Thinnefs of the Matter render'd it capa- 
ble of being abforb'd into the Mafs of Blood, and that 
the longer it lay, the more acrimonious- it would grow, 
it not admitting of Concodion. 

In, two Patients, I faw feveral of the Puflules fill ? d 
with a bloody Sanies :. I was furpriz'd to find * one 
of them get fo eafily over the Diftemper,. tho' flie la- 
bour'd alfo under the Flux Kind. 

The Defquammation was very flow, the black Cruffs 
adhering feveral Days, nay Weeks, after the Turn, 
while abundance of purulent Matter gleeted from un- 
der them. Thefe left very ugly Cicatrices. No Appli- 
cation feem'd to me to have a better Effed:, in this 
Cafe, than frequently fomenting the Parts with warm 
Milk, or Milk and Watery this diluted the acrid Salts v 
walh'd them off, and fof ten'd the Skin r Oily Lini- 
ments, by flopping the Pores, are frequently hurtfuL 

In a Cafe or two 1 obferv'd a Repullulation of Pu- 
flules under the Crufts in the Face and Hands T when 
thrown off. This particularly in the Boy, that re- 
cover'd. with Purple Spots* The latter were diftind, 
tho' the former were in the greateft Degree confluent. 

Nothing fo certainly abated, and took off the fecon- 
dary Fever after Bleeding, (if indicated) as g'entle Ca- 
thartics j. fuch as Rhubarb, Manna^ Tartar, Jnfuf, 
Senn. and the like. The hot, fcammoniate, aloetic 
Purgers feem not fo proper, at leaft, to begin with. 
Thefel gave the ioth, nth, 12th, or. 13th Days, if 
I found the Patient have a quick Pulfe, feverifh Hear, ; 
dry Tongue, Head-ach, reftlefs x^nxiety, and other 
Symptoms of the putrid Fever. Some one, or other of 
thefe, being once or twice repeated, 1 gave Calomel, 
aud purg'd it off. This was our general Method, and 
the raoft fuccefsful. I can, 

""*"*""' " Mt, Soft's Child.. """^ ——————— 
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I catinot but think the World highly oblig'd to the 
reoft learned Dr. Friend* and the other noble Orna- 
ments of our Faculty, that have introduced, and wrote 
in Favour of, this Method. In the Beginning of my 
Pra&ice, relying upon the Authority of Morton* I 
gave the Cortex to check the fecondary Fever j efpe- 
cially when I found it (as is very frequent) evidently 
intermit ; but I cannot fay with a Succefs any way 
anfwering my Expectation : Not but that after due 
Purging, the Bark is very proper to extinguifh the 
hectical Difpofition of the Blood, which is frequently 
the Confequence of the Small-Pox, to which, if a 
cool Regimen, and Affes Milk (where no Idiofyncracy 
forbids it) be fubjoin'd, we have done, perhaps, as 
much as lies in the Power of Phyfick. 

By this Method of early Purging, in the coherent 
and confluent Pox, I have feen feveral refcued from 
the moft imminent Danger, whofe Recovery look'd 
rather like a Refurre&ion. 

This, furely, is the only Way of cleanfing the 
Prima Via ftufPd with a Load of foe c id, acrid Impu- 
rities thrown off by the Ghnds of the Guts, which 
cannot be fuppos'd to ceafe from their Office, during 
the Courfe of this Diftemper : And forafmuch as the 
Pores of the Skin are at this Time very much confti- 
pated by the incrufted Puftules, 'tis reafonable to be- 
lieve, the Glands of the Guts rather feparate more than 
ufual ; it being an allow'd Maxim in Phyfick, That 
the LefTening one Evacuation is the Encreafe of an- 
other ; efpecially where there is fuch a peculiar Con- 
fent, as between the Skin and the Guts. 

Jf fo, the Excrement, being retain'd for a Week, or 
more, by its Weight preffing on the great Artery, 
hinders the Blood from paffing freely to the lower 
Parts, and fo deluges the Brain. Hence thofe Deli- 
riums, 
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viums, Coma's, &c. fo frequently threatening at tin's 
Stadium of the Difeafe. Further^ can we imagine, 
that the putrid Recrement of the now putrid Blood, 
join'd, perhaps, with the Pus of the internal Pox, and 
having alfo the Addition of iomePart of the morbifick 
Matter feparatedby the Giands of the Fauces, which 
is accidentally fwallowed, muft not be greatly hurtful, 
by remaining in the Inteftines ? where growing more 
and more acrimonious, (as is the Nature even of our 
mod balfamic Juices, when they are extra Aream C?r- 
culationis, and expos' i to the conftant Heat of the Bo- 
dy) it contaminates the Chyle, or Liquors, that are 
drunk, is re-abforb'd into the Mafs of Blood, and be- 
comes a Pabulum to the very Fever, which Na- 
ture endeavours, even this Way, partly, at leaft, to 
throw off. 

And, in very Deed, what horribly offenfive, fce- 
tid, large Stools do we obferve in this Diftemper on 
the Ufe of Clyfters, and more efpecialiy after a Pur- 
gative? I mean at the State, or in the Declination : 
So that this very putrid Matter lying long in the 
Guts, and growing more and more fo, becomes at laft 
fo virulent, as to corrode them, and brings on that very 
Diarrhoea^ or Dyfentery, which, 'tis fo vainly fear'd, 
would arife from a gentle Cathartic j feeing we are 
always eafily able to check its Force (if Need be) 
with an Opiate, &c. 

How often do we find feverifb, hectic Heats proceed 
from a Cacochymy of the firft PaiTages, in Children 
efpecialiy ? in which Cafe, a little Rhubarb, or a few 
gentle ftomachick Purgers, (hall do more to remove the 
feverilh Difpofition than a Pound of the Cortex. In- 
deed, it's common enough to find the Bark itfelf purge 
gently upon its firft Adminiftration : And I'm confi- 
dent, in fome Cafes, it hath the better Effect. Have 
3 not 
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not we feen fomelntermittents cur'd by one feafonable 
Vomit > And that not barely by the Shock and Agi- 
tation given to the Blood- Veffels, Genus Nervofwn,&c. 
and fo a&ing as an Attenuant j but by throwing off 
the Saburra from the Stomach, which fed the feverifti 
Faroxyfms : And this is more particularly evident in 
the Fever frequently fupervening a Surfeit. Hence it 
is, that a fmall Quantity of the Bark fometimes does 
.more after a Vomit, than a much greater cou'd before 
it. Why, therefore, when there is a Lodgment of pu- 
trid Matter in the Prima Via, which, in part, at leaft, 
feeds the fecondary Fever, mould not we attempt to 
carry it off by either gentle Vomiting or Purging, as 
may be judg'd moft convenient ? 

It hath, and may be objected to this Practice, that 
it tends to draw the noxious Humors from the Cir- 
cumference to the Center ; but to this it hath been 
anfwer'd, that the Purging is more efpecia ly pleaded 
for, when the Incruftation is begun, and the Matter 
too thick to be abforb'd. 

If Nature, neither by h|r own Effort, nor the Help 
of Art, is capable of keeping the morbific Matter from 
falling on the more vital Parts ^ but, by an unfortu- 
nate Tranilation of it, is like to fink under its Weight : 
As upon a fudden Retroceffion of the Tumor of the 
Face and Hands \ a premature Suppreflion of the Sa- 
livation, or the like: Doth it not feem neceffary to 
endeavour to carry off the offending Marter by forae 
other Outlet? As, in the prefent Cafe, by the Guts, 
which are much more eafily folicited to a Discharge, 
than either the Pores of the Skin, the urinary Paiies, 
or the falivary Duds. 

Indeed, when the Salivation of courfe ceafes, (in my 
Opinion) it fee ms neceffary to promote fome other Eva- 
cuation in its Room. At the fame lime, Cardiaek, or 
3 AlexipLar- 
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Alexipharmick Medicines are in no wife contraindi- 
eated by this Method (if judg'd needful). This Way 
Nature affects in Children, to whom a gentle Diarrhoea 
is commonly of the greateft Service, as proving a hap- 
py Subftitute to the Salivation in elder Perfons. 

The following Hiftory will evince, how neceffary 
it may be fometimes to evacuate an offending acrimo- 
nious Matter lodg'd in the Guts, and that too, even in 
the Midft of the Suppuration. 

About three Months fince, I had under ray Care 
a * Perfon about 30, ill of the Small-Pox. It happen'd, 
that the 4th Day from the Eruption, he was feiz'd 
with a violent bilious Colick, to which he had been 
formerly fubjecl : This threw him into the utmoft 
Agony. His Pox flatted and grew pale, as likewife the 
Interjlices : His Pulfe was extreme languid, and he 
had a prodigious Tremor, with clammy Sweats. I or- 
der'd him two Clyfters to be thrown up ; one affoon 
as the other was render'd : Thefe gave him five large 
bilious Stools : After the third Stool, he was tolerably 
eafy : However, I order'd him Laudan. Solid. Gr. 
ift. Croc. Anglic. Gr. iv. Theriac. Andromach 3ft. 4^, 
vel 6*is horis, to be wafh'd down with a teftaceous Ju- 
lep. He took the Laudan. three Times, and flept found 
all Night. The next Morning, I found the Puftules 
round, florid and turgid. The Man got over the Diftem- 
per, tho' he relapfed into his Colick fome Days after 
the Turn, which upon purging with Calomel, &c. and 
the Ufe of Opiates, foon left him. This Perfon, before, 
and at the Eruption, complain'd of a great Difficulty 
of Breathing, with a fhort importunate Cough, and a 
violent Pain under his Sternum-^ for which ReafonT 
order'd sxvi of Blood to be drawn, which was very 
fizy. 

** Tho. Hodie; 
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The major Part of the adult Perfons, that had the 
Unhappinefs to be feiz'd with this Diftemper, dy'd ; 
among whom fell an old Gentlewoman of 72 ; a very 
uncommon Exit for a Perfon of her Years ! 

It was a remarkable Inftance of the extraordinary 
Virulence of thefe Small-Fox, that the Women (tho' 
they had had the Small-Pox beforehand fome very fe- 
verely too) who conftantly attended thofe ill of the 
confluent Kind, whether Children, or grown Perfons, 
had generally feveral Puftules broke out on their Face, 
Hands, and Breaft, exa&ly refembling the pocky Pu- 
ftules, which undoubtedly arofefrom the Matter of the 
crum'd Pox infecting the Skin in thofe Parts. Thofe 
Puftules arofe, maturated, and fcabb'd off, intirely 
like the true Pox. f I knew one Woman, that had 
more than forty on one Side of her Face and Breaft ; 
the Child fhe attended, frequently leaning on thofe 
Parts on that Side. I obferv'd, that thofe, which had the 
tendered Skins, and who attended thofe ill of the 
worft Sort, had moft of thefe Eruptions. We had a- 
bundance of Inftances of this Nature. 

In the Beginning of this Conftitution, the Small- 
Vox were much more malignant than they have been 
for this Month, or two, laft paft. Indeed, when they 
raged moft feverely, fome Children had them very fa- 
vourably, and requir'd no other Phyfick than to be 
duly purg'd after them. 

■\ Mr. Hicks's Nurfe: 

FINIS. 
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